Basic Morphology 

Grammatical relations are shown either by particles (ang or si 
topic markers, kag 'and\«a 'now, already', mga plural marker, 
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kaysa sa 'than', man 'also, too', lang 'only,' etc.) or by the 
following kinds of affixes: 

Prefixes (which come before a root word), e.g., /- instru- 
mental verb, inug- instrumental noun, ma- future stative verb, 
mag- active contingent, nag- past active, pa- causative verb. 

Infixes (which come after the first consonant but before the 
first vowel of a stem), e.g., -in- in linuthang 'was shot' and -um- 
in pumuluyo' 'resident'. Note that glottal stop begins all words 
that appear to have a vowel first, e.g., 'inagihan 'was passed', 
'indway 'was fought'. 

Suffixes (which come after the root), e.g., -an (in baligya an 
'was sold to') or its alternate -han (after vowels, as in listd han 
'list'), -/ (in tilawi 'taste it! '), -on (in buhdton 'be made') or its 
alternate -hon (after vowels, as in dd lhon 'be brought'). 

Circumfixes (which consist of a prefix and suffix or an infix 
and suffix that belong together), e.g., paga — an (in 
paga hambdlan 'be discussed'), -in — an (in ginikdnan 'par- 
ents', tinindugan 'was stood upon'), ka — an (in kaayuhdn 
'goodness', kahamtdngan 'situation'), ka — dnan (as in 
ka ang tdnan 'connection, relationship'). 

Reduplications (which may be partial or full, and involve 
either the first consonant and the first vowel of the root or a 
repetition of the whole stem), e.g.,Culo- (bulobdnta 'guess'), 
-VI- (balatfan 'disease'), full reduplication, denoting a diminu- 
tive (basaibasa on 'be moistened', kaki kakihon 'brownish'). 

Noun Morphology. Nominals are of four kinds: common 
nouns (with owg-type markers), proper nouns (marked with 
si), demonstratives (e.g., ini 'this', didto 'there' — also called 
deictics), and pronouns (e.g., ako T, ikdw 'you'). Common 
nouns are distinguished for three cases: a topic or subject form 
(equivalent to the nominative case), an oblique form (equiva- 
lent to both a genitive and an accusative, marking a direct rela- 
tionship to a verb or head noun), and a locative form (marking 
location or an indirect object). Plurality is generally shown by 
mga [pronounced manga], which indicates a "variety" or "as- 
sortment" of what the noun signifies. Personal names are also 
distinguished for three cases, but are marked for singular or 
plural. The plural here (e.g., sanday Pedro) is the equivalent 
of 'Peter and family' or 'Peter and his/her companions', etc. 



cative diri 


dira 


didto 


istential ydri 


ydra 


yddto 


rbal kari 


kara 


kddto 



Noun Markers 










Common Nouns 


Personal Names 




Singular 


Plural 


Singular Plural 


Topic/Focus 


ang 


-\-mga 


si sanday 


Oblique - definite 


sang 


+ mga 


ni nanday 


- indefinite 


sing 


+ mga 




Locative 


sa 


+ mga 


(sa) kay kanday 



Nouns are linked to adjectives or other parts of speech by 
means of a ligature or linking particle, nga, which has an alter- 
nate -ng after vowels, e.g., matahum nga babdyi 'beautiful 
woman' or madyo-ng babdyi 'good woman'. 

Demonstratives (deictics) show three different locations (near 
me, near you, far away); they can also indicate time: 

Deictics 



Pronouns are generally like their English equivalents, but 
there are inclusive vs. exclusive forms for "we", and a singu- 
lar vs. plural form for "you": 



Pronoun 


Topic 


Oblique 
Before 


After 


Locative 


I 


ako 


dkon 


-ko/ndkon 


s a dkon 


you [singular] 


ikdw/ka 


imo 


-mo/nimo 


saimo 


he / she 


si(y)d 


iya 


niya 


saiya 


we [+ you / incl] 


kitd 


dton 


-talndton 


s a dton 


we [- you / excl] 


kami 


dmon 


ndmon 


s a' dmon 


you [plural] 


kamo 


inyo 


ninyo 


s a inyo 


they 


sild 


ila 


nila 


sa'ila 





Near Me 


Near You 


Far Away 


Topic 


ini 


ina 


ato 


Oblique 


sini 


sina 


sddto 



Numerals are not a separate part of speech, since they fall within 
the noun class. However, there is a native set as opposed to a 
Spanish set. This can cause some confusion as to pronuncia- 
tion when an Arabic number (such as 3 or 10) is encountered. 
As a general rule, phrases that involve time, dates, years, money 
and compound numbers use Spanish loans, while counting in 
a series (usually up to 10) or naming simple numbers is done 
with the original system: (1) isd; (2) duhd; (3) tdtlo; (4) dpat; 
(5) lima; (6)dnom; (l)pito; (&)walo; (9)siydm; (10) napulo'; 
(11) napulog isd; (22) duhd ka pulo kag duhd; (100) isd ka 
gatos; (1,000) isd ka libo, etc. 

When a noun follows a number (or the interrogative pild 
'how many?', the enumerative marker ka is used instead of 
the linker nga. Note that this is found in all the original num- 
bers (above) from 20 upwards. 

Verb Morphology. Verbs are inflected for the following cat- 
egories: 

VOICE 

active emphasizes an actor or a meteorological event 
passive emphasizes an object totally affected or taken in 
instrumental emphasizes an object moving away from the 
agent or doer 

local emphasizes an object partially affected or a benefi- 
ciary ("for/to whom") 

TENSE 
past / action already begun = past-time statements 
progressive = ongoing action (e.g., present ) 
contingent / action not yet begun (e.g., infinitive ) 
future = action expected to occur 

ASPECT 
punctual / action viewed as a single event (-um-) 
durative / action viewed as an ongoing process (mag-) 
distributive / complex process or plural object (maN-) 

MOOD 
factual ("is Xing," "does X" or "did X" = unmarked ) 
potential = "can/could", stative, or accidental 

Examples with the verb root baligya 'sell' include: nag- 
abaligya 'is selling [active progressive]', nagbaligya' 'sold 
[active past]', magabaligya 'will sell [active future]', 



Table 3: Verb Morphology 





Past 


Progressive 


Contingent 


Future 


Command 




Active 














Punctual 


-um- 




-urn- 


ma- 


mag- 




Durative 


nag- 


naga- 


mag- 


maga- 


pag- 




Distributive 


naN- 


nagapaN- 


maN- 


magapaN- 


magpaN- 




Potential 


naka- 


naka- 


maka- 


maka- 






Passive 














Punctual 


-in- 




-(h)on 


-(h)on 


-a 




Durative 


gin- 


gina- 


pag — on 


paga — on 


pag-^a 




Distributive 


ginpaN- 


ginapaN- 


paN — on 


paN — on 






Potential 


na- 


na- 


ma- 


ma- 






Instrumental 














Punctual 


-in- 




i- 


i- 


i- 




Durative 


gin- 


gina- 


Ugh 


iga- 


ipag- 




Distributive 


ginpaN — an 


ginapaN — an 


ipaN — 


ipaN- 






Potential 


(ki)na- 


na- 


ika- 


ika- 






Local Passive 














Punctual 


-in — an 




-an 


-an 


-i 




Durative 


gin — an 


gina — an 


pag — an 


paga — an 


pag—i 




Distributive 


ginpaN — an 


ginapaN — an 


paN — an 


paN — an 






Potential 


na — an 


na — an 


ma — an 


ma — an 







magbaligya' 'sell [active command]', nakabaligya 'was able 
to sell; could sell [active potential past]', makabaligya 'can 
sell [active potential future]', nagapamaligya 'sell lots [dis- 
tributive active progressive]', namaligya 'sold lots [distribu- 
tive active past]', ginbaligya 'was sold [instrumental past]', 
ginabaligya 'is being sold [instrumental progressive]', 
ibaligya 'will be sold [instrumental future]; sell it! [object focus 
command]', ikabaligya 'can be sold [instrumental potential fu- 
ture] \ginabligya an 'is being sold to [local passive progressive]', 
ginbaligya! an 'was sold to [local passive past]', nabaligyadn 
'was able (could) be sold to [local passive past potential]'. 
The verb system also has some other frequently used affixes: 



-anay 

pa- 

pakig- 

magka- 



Reciprocal patyandy 'killing each other' 

Causative pakita 'show, cause to see' 

Mutual Activity pagpakigkita' 'meeting with someone' 

nakighdmbal 'talked with' 

Stative nagkabuhi 'lived one's life out' 



General Rules. In Hiligaynon, a part of speech is best as- 
signed from the context or actual use of a form. Thus, a root 
word may be a noun or a verb (e.g., uldn 'rain') or a noun or an 
adjective (e.g., tdmbuk 'fat'). Some roots, depending on affix- 
ation, can serve as nouns, adjectives, verbs, and adverbs, e.g., 
dyo 'good; to repair' = madyo 'good' [adjective] or 'well' 
[adverb], &a ayuhan 'goodness' [abstract noun], nangdyo 'im- 
proved' [distributive verb], ginkadyo 'was repaired' [stative 
verb]. Compounding is not a common process, but when it 
does occur, it involves the simple juxtaposition of two roots, 
e.g., sakifulo 'headache' [noun; also said as masakit ang ( ulo 
ko 'my headaches']. 

Basic Syntax 

Although there is relatively free word order due to the clar- 



ity provided by the case-marking particles and verb-subject 
(focus) agreement, standard word order follows the pattern 
VSO. 

Case marking of major constituents is accomplished by fo- 
cus; that is, having an appropriate voice affix on the verb that 
agrees with the grammatical role of the subject noun (in the 
nominative) plus any optional oblique or locative nouns. 

Departures from the standard VSO word order generally in- 
dicate a kind of emphasis. Nag?abut ako kahdpon (arrived I 
yesterday) T arrived yesterday', Kahdpon ako nag?abut (yes- 
terday I arrived) 'It was yesterday that I arrived'. 

Despite the VSO sentence word order, Hiligaynon noun 
phrases are usually head final: matahum nga babdyi (beautiful 
link woman) 'beautiful woman'. 

There are three main negative markers in Hiligaynon. Wald? 
'none' negates any existential statement: Wald?kitd sing bugds 
(neg we:TOP obl rice) 'We have no rice'. It also negates past 
tense verbs. 



wala? niya pagbakla 

NEG he buy.PASSIVE.NEG 

'He did not buy the watch.' 



ang relo 

the:sg:TOP watch 



Wald? has an alternate waldy if the word order is neg-o-s: 
Waldy bugds kitd (neg rice we) 'We have no rice'. Future tense 
verbs are negated with dili? 'not'. 

dili? niya pagbaklun ang relo 

neg he buy-Firr the:sg:TOP watch 
'He will not buy the watch.' 

Dili? also negates nouns and adjectives in standard 
Hiligaynon: dili? siyd abogddo (neg he lawyer) 'He is not a 
lawyer'. Negative imperatives are marked with aydw 'don't!' 
Aydw pagbdklal (don't buy. durative. passive) 'Don't buy it!' 
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